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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


“Homeland Security” Means 
Revitalizing US Militia 

By Dr. Edwin Vieira, Jr., PhD, JD 
Part I 

Throughout the original thirteen 
Colonies and States, the laws required 
each Militiaman to buy his own arms 
and ammunition in the free market — 
thus implicitly guaranteeing the 
existence and operation of such a 
market. 

If he were under 21 years of 
age, or an apprentice or servant, a 
Militiaman could require his parents or 
employer to supply him with a suitable 
firearm and ammunition. 

And local governments, or very 
often the Militia, provided publicly owned 
arms to those individuals too poor to 
purchase them on their own account. 

That is, We the People always 
required themselves to provide 
themselves with firearms, either directly 
as individuals, or indirectly through the 
Militia in which they served or the public 
officials whom they elected. 

Moreover, the Militia statutes 
generally protected the Militiaman's 
personal firearms from encumbrance or 
seizure for the payment of his debts- 
and in many instances of his taxes, too. 

If not exempted (as were 
legislators, physicians, millers, ferrymen, 
or ministers of religion), every Militiamen 
was required to bear his firearm and 
ammunition into the field on a regular 
basis in order to train in organized 
formations. 

Nonetheless many of those 
exempted served the Militia, such as 
public officials (who were often high- 
ranking Militia officers), physicians (who 
staffed medical units), and 
conscientious objectors (who performed 
not only non-military duties but also the 
dangerous functions of scouts and 
spies). 


Typically, too, Militiamen were 
required to serve in, or to provide able- 
bodied substitutes for, the regular 
"watch" (by night), "ward" (by day), and 
"patrols" of plantations (in the South); 
and to be subject to "drafts" from the 
Militia for actual service in the field in 
times of war. 

The Militia statutes were 
enforced by fines and imprisonment. 
The Militia were anything but voluntary 
organizations, their membership 
anything but limited, the duties they 
imposed anything but avoidable, and the 
public services they performed anything 
but dispensable. 

So, in "the Militia of the several 
States" prior to 1787: 

* every man was required by law to 
acquire and keep his own personal 
firearm and ammunition (unless he was 
so poor that the public had to provide 
them for him); 

* every man was protected by law in his 
possession of firearms, so that he could 
always perform his Militia duties; 

* private industry and commerce 
provided firearms and ammunition for 
the Militia through the free market; and 

* almost every man so armed was 
compelled by law to train, and required 
to perform, personally or by a substitute, 
a wide range of military and police 
duties for "homeland security". 

Being the whole community in 
arms, the Militia constituted the best 
security that could possibly be devised 
for what the Second Amendment calls 
"a free State"-not only against invasion, 
insurrection, rebellion, and widespread 
violations of the laws, but also against 
those especially dangerous violations of 
the laws by public officials known as 
"usurpation" and "tyranny". 

Thus "the Militia of the several 
States" were codified in every Colony for 
nearly 150 years prior to ratification of 


the Constitution. And therefore this is 
what "the Militia of the several States" 
still are, because the Constitution must 
be interpreted in light of its historical 
antecedents known to the Founding 
Fathers, and continue to be given the 
selfsame construction until the 
Constitution is amended (which, with the 
assistance of Providence, in this 
particular it never will be). See Eisner v. 
Macomber, 252 U.S. 189, 206 (1920). 

The only difference today 
amounts to an expansion: With the legal 
emancipation of women, "the Militia of 
the several States" arguably includes all 
able-bodied females, who might be 
called to serve in last-ditch situations, 
freeing men for more arduous duties. 

So, constitutionally YOU are, 
almost surely, a member of the Militia 
in the State where you live. 

And, if so, the Constitution 
imposes a duty on YOU to keep and 
bear arms in the Militia for the 
defense of your State and Nation, 
because that is the meaning of the 
Militia: the people in arms, and 
therefore the people with arms. And, 
most importantly, their own arms: 
their own private property in their 
own personal possession. 

Moreover, because the duty to 
keep and bear arms is of constitutional 
stature, each individual enjoys an 
absolute constitutional right as against 
every level, department, or branch of 
government-National, State, and local- 
to fulfill that duty. 

Inasmuch as the Constitution 
requires all of We the People eligible for 
the Militia to possess their own private 
arms in their capacity as a governmental 
institution, then on no account, for no 
reason, and by the application of no 
power can any level of government 
disarm any of them. Indeed, to argue 
that any other branch of government 






may disarm the one branch of 
government that the Constitution 
specifically requires to be armed is so 
illogical as to verge on insanity. 

Which, of course, is why the 
Second Amendment speaks specifically 
of "the right of the people to keep and 
bear Arms", not vaguely of "a" right or 
"some" right. "[T]he right", preexisting 
the Constitution, with which every 
American of that era was perfectly 
familiar, and which most of them 
personally exercised. 

So, too, the Second 
Amendment links "the right to keep and 
bear arms" with "[a] well regulated 
Militia", because the right to keep and 
bear arms is inextricably linked to the 
duty to keep and bear arms, the former 
being necessary for fulfillment of the 
latter. 

"The security of a free State" is 
an armed people-and therefore "a free 
State" is one in which everyone 
possesses his own firearms, knows why 
he is armed, opposes every attempt to 
disarm him, and with his arms and 
training fulfills his duties to provide 
"security" in just proportion with 
everyone else. 

Now, the Constitution 
delegates to Congress the power 
"[t]o provide for organizing, arming, 
and disciplining, the Militia" (Article I, 
Section 8, Clause 16). And with such 
a power comes a duty to exercise it, 
whenever necessary and proper. 
Compare United States v. Marigold, 
50 U.S. (9 Howard) 560, 567 (1850), 
with the Preamble ("provide for the 
common defence"; Article I, Section 
8, Clause 18); and Article VI, Clause 3 
("Oath or Affirmation, to support this 
Constitution"). 

But has Congress required 
YOU to obtain, or provided YOU with, 
a firearm and ammunition; or 
assigned, or even offered, YOU any 
duties in some program of 
"homeland security"? 

Not unless you have happened 
voluntarily to join the National Guard or 
the Naval Militia, which Congress 
wrongly classifies as "the organized 
militia" (Title 10, United States Code, 
Section 311(b)(1)). (I say "wrongly", 
because the National Guard and Naval 
Militia were not in existence during the 
pre-constitutional period; and much of 
their structures, duties, and operations 
bears no connection to, or may even 
contradict, the characteristics of the 
constitutional "Militia of the several 
States".) 

Even then, as a National 


Guardsman you would not keep your 
assigned firearm in your personal 
possession at home-as necessarily 
would a member of "the Militia of the 
several States". 

Worse yet, what if you have 
been relegated to "the unorganized 
militia", which Congress defines as 
every able-bodied male "at least 17 * * * 
and under 45 years of age" who is not a 
member of the National Guard or the 
Naval Militia—and which by default 
includes as well every male from 16 to 
17 and over 45 years of age who is 
constitutionally a member of "the Militia 
of the several States", but is ignored 
entirely by the modern statute? See 
Title 10, United States Code, Section 
311(a) and 311(b)(2). 

If you are lumped into this 
"unorganized militia" you are just that: 
unorganized, unarmed, undisciplined, 
untrained, unsupplied, undeployed, and 
unwanted as a matter of statute- 
thoroughly disregarded by Congress, 
wholly disconnected from your 
necessary constitutional rights and 
duties, dispensed with, and withal 
dispersed within an impotent, 
disoriented rabble. 

Ominously, by being relegated 
to the "unorganized militia" and thus 
prevented from performing their 
constitutional duties, average Americans 
are being demeaned as too 
unimportant, unqualified, ignorant, 
irresponsible, and especially politically 
unreliable to be "calljedj forth" for the 
purposes as to which the Constitution 
explicitly and unqualifiedly requires their 
services. 

By being excluded from 
providing and participating in "homeland 
security", common Americans are 
reduced to the subjects, passive 
recipients, or targets of "homeland 
security". 

As merely passive recipients, 
every American will be exposed to 
whatever variety of "homeland security" 
the Establishment -- working through 
Congress, the President, the top brass 
in the Armed Forces, the intelligence 
bureaucracies, and sundry State and 
local police departments following 
orders from Washington, D.C. - decides 
to impose. 

-- Edwin Vieira, Jr., holds four 
degrees: A.B. (Harvard College), A.M. 
and Ph.D. (Harvard Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences), and J.D. (Harvard 
Law School). He can be reached at: 
P.O. Box 3634, Manassas, Virginia 
20108. 


Do Not Forget the Treachery of 
S&W!! 

Submitted by Gun Owners of 
New Jersey 

Smith & Wesson Holding 
Corporation unveiled 18 product 
platforms featuring the company's 
shotgun line, the M&P45 pistol and a 
classic series of revolvers at the 2007 
Shooting Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) Show in Orlando, Florida. 

The SHOT Show is the largest 
trade show of its kind in the world. A 
record-setting 42,000 exhibitors and 
attendees from the firearms trade 
representing all 50 states and 75 foreign 
countries participated. Among the 18 
products launched at the show by S& W 
were: 

* The Elite Gold side-by-side shotguns 

* The Elite Silver over/under shotguns 
*The 1000 Series of semi-automatic 
shotguns 

* M&P45 pistols -- two full size models, 
one featuring a frame-mounted 
ambidextrous thumb safety 

* M&P40 compact pistol 

* Classics Series — six retro revolvers 
featuring the Model 40 "Lemon 
Squeezer" 

* Six unique kits including a Disaster Kit 
and a 629 Emergency Survival Kit 

* Pro Series competition pistols and 
revolvers 

* Leather products from new licensee 
Wilsons Leather. 

The SHOT Show also served 
as a venue for the company's first 
industry appearance since the 
acquisition of Thompson/Center Arms, 
Inc. by S&W. Gregg Ritz, President of 
S&W Hunting, unveiled 

Thompson/Center's new ICON rifle, the 
company's initial entry into the bolt 
action rifle market. 

Michael Golden, S&W 
President, said, "Law enforcement 
agencies represent an important, 
growing customer group for S&W and 
we are supporting that effort with 
multiple new products including the new 
M&P45 full size and M&P40 compact 
pistols, and with our M&P15 tactical rifle 
series." 

S&W noted that The Army 
Times selected the company's .45 
caliber M&P45 as its featured product in 
"The Best of Day Two." 

S&W is based in Springfield, 
Massachusetts with manufacturing 
facilities in Springfield, Houlton, Maine, 
and Rochester, New Hampshire. The 
S&W Academy is America's longest 
running firearms training facility for law 



In the beginning of change the patriot is a scarce man, brave, hated and scorned. When his cause succeeds, however, the 
timid join him, for then it costs nothing to be a patriot. - Mark Twain 





enforcement, military and security 
professionals. For more information, call 
(800) 331-0852 or log on to 

http://www.smith-wesson.com. 

— PRNewswire-FirstCall, Jan. 17, 2007 
Comment from GONJ: - Never 
forget S&W’s willful, treacherous 
collaboration with the Clinton 
Administration’s gun control schemes. 

Alert: "North American Union" 
driver's license 

The first "North American 
Union" driver's license, complete with a 
hologram of North America, has been 
created in the state of North Carolina. 
The hologram looks exactly like the 
map used as the background for the 
Security and Prosperity Partnership of 
North America website. 

Marge Howell, 

spokeswoman for the North Carolina 
DMV, said the hologram "is a security 
element that eventually will be on the 
back of every driver's license in North 
America." 

The hologram was the 
creation of the American Association of 
Motor Vehicle Administrators, a tax- 
exempt, nonprofit organization that, 
according to the group's website, 
"develops model programs in motor 
vehicle administration, law enforcement 
and highway safety." 

Founded in 1933, AAMVA 
represents state and provincial officials 
in the U.S. and Canada who administer 
and enforce motor vehicle laws. The 
government of Mexico is also a 
member, though the individual Mexican 
states have yet to join. 

According to the group's 
website, AAMVA's programs are 
designed "to encourage uniformity and 
reciprocity among the states and 
provinces." 

Jason King, spokesman for 
AAMVA, said the goal is to create a 
continental security device that could 
be used by state and provincial motor 
vehicle agencies. 

King referenced a 
document on the AAMVA website that 
describes guidelines for using the North 
America continent hologram as an 
Optical Variable Device (OVD) that 
AAMVA has now licensed with private 
manufacturers to produce. 

AAMVA supplies member 
motor vehicle agencies with OVD foils 
to use on driver's licenses and ID 
cards. Each foil is embedded with a 
unique set of control numbers that 
permit law enforcement electronic 
scanners to identify the exact 
jurisdiction and precise individual 


authorized to hold a driver's license or 
ID card. 

King said, "The association 
believes ID security will help increase 
national security, increase highway 
safety, reduce fraud and system abuse, 
increase efficiency and effectiveness, 
and achieve uniformity of processes 
and practices." 

Missouri State Rep. Jim 
Guest, who has formed a coalition 
called Legislators Against Real ID Act, 
held a seminar July 28 in North 
Carolina to protest the Real ID law. 

"I was astonished when I 
saw that North American hologram on 
the North Carolina driver's license," 
Guest said. "I thought to myself that the 
state DMV has already included this 
North American symbol on the back of 
the driver's license without telling the 
people of North Carolina they were 
going to do this." 

"This is part of a plan by 
bureaucrats and trade groups that act 
like bureaucrats to little by little 
transform us into a North American 
Union without any vote being taken and 
without explaining to the U.S. public 
what they are doing," Guest argued. 

North Carolina is the state 
where illegal immigrants go to get a 
driver's license, with busloads of aliens 
traveling on 1-95 to get an easy ID. 

The Tar Heel State's 
requirements to obtain a license are 
weaker than those of many surrounding 
states. In 2006, Pastor Rios Sanchez, 
55, an illegal alien, was accused of 
killing three people, including two North 
Carolina State University students and 
a 26-year-old, while driving drunk. 

DO NOT BE SILENCED BY 
ANYONE STAND UP! MAKE YOUR 
VOICE HEARD! TAKE ACTION NOW! 

It's time to send a LOUD 
MESSAGE to our hired hands in D.C.! 

It must be done today! 
America needs your help! What are 
you waiting for? 

Thank You Patriot! 

Your friends at FAXDC.com 

NOTE: Be sure to send this 
Alert to EVERYONE you know who 
supports saving America and 
Protecting our Middle Class. Thank 
you! 

-- http://faxdc.com, Sept. 6, 2007 

Volunteering for the 
Minuteman Civil Defense 
Corps 

National Citizens Neighborhood 
Watch - Securing the American 
Border 

Mission: To secure United States 
borders and coastal boundaries against 


unlawful and unauthorized entry of all 
individuals, contraband, and foreign 
military. 

Registration requests may 
be submitted securely via 
https://secure.responseenterprises.com 

, by U.S. mail, or by calling (520) 829- 
3112. 

All volunteers must be 
registered in advance to participate in 
border watch operations. You must be 
a minimum of 18 years old to 
participate as a Border Volunteer. Send 
your registration form with name, 
address, date of birth, email address (if 
you have one), best phone number to 
reach you, number of years at your 
current address (if less than 1 year 
please provide previous addresses), 
special abilities that could help us in 
our fight, and, if you have a preference, 
the state in which you prefer to work 
(Arizona, California, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Mexico, Texas, 
Vermont, Washington). Also indicate 
your interest or non-interest in a Lead 
Supervisory/ Organizational Role. 

A $50 non-refundable 
volunteer registration fee is required to 
cover fees for a security background 
check and administrative costs. The 
$50 Registration fee can be waived if 
you have a current license to Carry a 
Concealed Weapon (CCW). To take 
advantage of this offer, mail your 
registration form with a legible copy of 
your Concealed Weapons Permit and a 
copy of your driver's license to: 
Minuteman Civil Defense Corps 
6501 Greenway Parkway 
Suite 103-640 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Once your application has 
been processed you will be contacted 
by an official from the Minuteman Civil 
Defense Corps who will conduct a short 
phone interview and relay instructions 
for participation. 

Please call (520) 829-3112 
with any questions. 

What the Constitution Says 
about Iraq 

By Mario M. Cuomo 

Most Americans want the 
war in Iraq ended, as the Democratic 
majorities in Congress struggle to 
produce legislation that will take our 
forces out of harm's way. Meanwhile, 
President Bush insists that as 
commander in chief, he has the 
constitutional power to go to war and 
decide when to end it, unilaterally. At 
the same time Bush appears to be 
considering an assault on Iran, again 
apparently without Congress declaring 
war first. 




How did we get to this point 
and what, if anything, can we do now? 

The war happened because 
when Bush first indicated his intention 
to go to war against Iraq, Congress 
refused to insist on enforcement of 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 
This article spells out that Congress - 
not the president - shall have "the 
power to declare war." Unfortunately 
timid Congresses since World War II 
have allowed presidents to start wars in 
Vietnam and elsewhere without a 
"declaration" by Congress. 

Nor were the feeble, post¬ 
factum congressional resolutions of 
support of the Iraq invasion - in 2001 
and 2002 - adequate substitutes for the 
formal declaration of war demanded by 
the founding fathers. 

What can be done now? 

First, Democrats should 
make clear that it is the president who 
is keeping the war in Iraq from ending. 
Even if Congress were able to pass a 
veto-proof bill with respect to 
withdrawal, the president would resist 
enforcement of the bill, insisting that as 
commander in chief, he is immune from 
Congress' decision. That would raise a 
constitutional issue for the courts. 

But judging by the courts' 
history concerning constitutional war 
powers, the judiciary would, in all 
probability, choose not to intervene, 
claiming that the disagreement 
between the president and Congress is 
a political question. 

However, the political- 
question thesis is nowhere referred to 
in the Constitution, and it denies the 
people the protection of the 
Constitution in dealing with perhaps the 
most serious question the nation has to 
face: "Should we go to war?" That 
position should be challenged as an 
abdication of constitutional duty by the 
courts, but the sad truth is that the 
current conservative-dominated 

Supreme Court would probably support 
our current conservative president. As 
a practical matter, that means only the 
president can end this war or change 
our strategy in Iraq. 

Even if it is too late for 
Congress to remedy its failure to 
comply with the Constitution with 
respect to Iraq, our leaders must make 
it clear that in the future, Congress will 
insist on compliance with Article I, 
Section 8 for any military action that is 
not fairly deemed an unexpected 
emergency. 

We must do everything we 
can to end the war in Iraq and avoid a 
new tragedy abroad by recommitting to 
strict adherence to the rule of law and 
to the Constitution by the president, 


Congress and the courts - especially 
with respect to war powers. 

Mario M. Cuomo , the 
governor of New York from 1983 to 
1995, now practices law in New York. 

- Los Angeles Times, Sept. 3, 2007 

Ed.: Lawyer-politicians like 
Cuomo cite the Constitution when it 
suits their purpose, and ignore it when 
it doesn’t. Maybe the next time he 
reads the Bill of Rights he’ll realize that 
his attempts while governor to disarm 
New Yorkers were violations of the 
Second Amendment, which is also part 
of the Constitution. 

Though Cuomo, a 

Democrat, makes a valid point - all 
three branches of government have 
failed us - his argument is 

fundamentally partisan. If 

Congressional Democrats were serious 
about ending the war in Iraq they could 
do so by exercising the power of the 
purse. That is, they could limit Iraq war 
funding to just enough to bring the 
troops home safely. 

Catching Wild Pigs 

"You catch wild pigs by 

finding a suitable place in the woods 
and putting corn on the ground. Soon 
the pigs find it and begin to come 
everyday to eat the free corn. Then you 
put a fence down one side of the place 
where they are used to coming. When 
they get used to the fence, you put up 
another side. They get used to that and 
start to eat again. You continue until 
you have all four sides of the fence up 
with a gate. When the pigs come into 
the pen to eat, you slam the gate on 
them and catch the whole herd. 

"Suddenly the wild pigs 
realize they have lost their freedom. 
They run around and around inside the 
fence, but they are caught. They are so 
used to free corn that they have 
forgotten how to forage for themselves. 
They are now ready for slaughter. 

"That is exactly what is 
happening to America. The government 
keeps pushing us toward 
Communism/socialism and keeps 
spreading the free corn out in the form 
of programs such as supplemental 
income, tax credit for unearned income, 
tobacco subsidies, dairy subsidies, 
payments not to plant crops (CRP), 
welfare, medicine, drugs, etc. While we 
continually lose our freedoms - just a 
little at a time. 

"One should always 
remember 'There is no such thing as a 
free lunch!"' God help us when the gate 
slams shut! Wake up America!!” 


John Lott: More Guns, Not 
Less, Would Prevent 
Shooting Massacres 

Imagine the terror: Unable 
to escape, simply waiting for the killer. 

With school starting, the 
April 16 attack at Virginia Tech that left 
32 dead is still on many people’s 
minds. Some are looking for 
guarantees that such an attack won’t 
happen again. 

But Virginia Tech’s report 
on how to stop future tragedies was 
pretty disappointing. The university 
proposes more counseling for mentally 
troubled students, internet based 
billboards to alert students of 
emergencies, putting both the police 
and fire departments into the same 
building to allow better coordination, 
more surveillance cameras, and locks 
that make it easier for students to get 
out of buildings. 

Some of those proposals 
might help, but one glaring omission 
remains: The report failed to ask 
whether there were any common 
features or similarities among the 
different multiple-victim public shooting 
tragedies. And what happens if the 
university’s policies fail? Should there 
be some ultimate protection upon 
which the it can rely? 

Of course, these horrors are 
hardly unique to the United States. In 
1996, 35 people were killed in 

Tasmania, Australia. In the last half- 
dozen years, European countries have 
experienced multiple-victim shootings. 
The worst, in Germany, resulted in 17 
deaths; in Switzerland, one attack 
claimed the lives of 14 regional 
legislators. Of course, since 1997 there 
have been multiple attacks in the U.S., 
with the 13 dead at Columbine. 

Prior to Virginia Tech, the 
two previous most deadly shootings in 
the U.S. were the 1991 Luby's 
Cafeteria massacre in Texas, which left 
23 people dead, and the shooting at a 
California McDonald's in 1984, in which 
21 people were killed. 

All these attacks shared 
something in common: citizens were 
already banned from having guns in 
those areas. Indeed, every multiple- 
victim public shooting of any 
significant size in the United States 
has occurred in one of these gun- 
free zones. 

The problem with gun- 
control laws is not that there isn't 
enough regulation, rather that it is 
primarily the law-abiding, not the 
criminals, who obey these laws. 

Virginia Tech has rigorously 
enforced its gun-free zone policy and 




suspended students with concealed 
handgun permits who have tried to 
bring handguns onto school property, 
and it will continue to do so. 

But citizens and police who 
pack heat do help, because they can 
stop a shooting while it is happening. 
Amazingly, opposition to guns on 
campuses is so extreme that the 
president of the Student Union at 
Brandeis University opposes police 
being able to carry guns. 

While right-to-carry laws- 
now operating in 40 states — do reduce 
violent crime generally, the effect is 
much larger for multiple-victim 
shootings. Normally about 2 to 6 
percent of adults in any state have 
permits, and for most crimes that 
means some deterrence. But for a 
shooting in a public place where there 
might be dozens or hundreds of 
people, it will almost ensure that at 
least someone — someone who is 
unknown to the attacker — will be able 
to defend themselves and others. 
People won't have to wait helplessly for 
the killer to get them. 

Police are extremely 
important in deterring crime but, as this 
latest attack showed again, they almost 
always arrive after the crime has been 
committed. Annual surveys of crime 
victims in America by the U.S. Bureau 
of Justice Statistics continually show 
that, when confronted by a criminal, 
people are safest if they have a gun. 

Just as the threat of arrest 
and prison can deter criminals from 
committing a crime, so does the fact 
that victims can defend themselves. 

Most people understand 
that guns deter criminals. Suppose you 
or your family are being stalked by a 
criminal who intends to harm you. 
Would you feel safer putting a sign in 
front of your home saying "This home is 
a gun-free zone"? Would it frighten 
criminals away? 

Good intentions don't 
necessarily make good laws. What 
counts is whether the laws ultimately 
save lives. Unfortunately, too many gun 
laws primarily disarm law-abiding 
citizens, not criminals. 

— John Lott is the author of 
Freedomnomics and a senior research 
scientist at the University of Maryland. 
Two of his sons are attending public 
universities in Virginia. Maxim Lott is a 
college student in Virginia at the 
College of William & Mary. 

— FoxNews.com Opinion, Aug. 29, 
2007 


Argument Leads to Deputy’s 
Rampage 

CRANDON, Wis. (AP) - An off-duty 
sheriff's deputy has shot six people 
dead at a pizza party after failing to 
patch up his relationship with his ex¬ 
girlfriend. Tyler Peterson, 20, a sheriff’s 
deputy and part-time Crandon police 
officer, later died after what authorities 
said was an exchange of gunfire with 
law enforcement officers. The rampage 
raised questions in the remote northern 
Wisconsin community of 2,000 of 
whether Peterson was qualified for his 
law enforcement positions. Police 
acknowledged Peterson received no 
psychological screening before being 
hired Sept. 11, 2006. His yearlong 
probation ended last month. 
- AP, October 9, 2007 

Ed.: when enraged cops 
murder there’s no call for gun control. 
Interesting, no? Yet they expect us to 
give up our guns in the face of the 
ultimate police "bad attitude”? 

The Life and Times of the CIA 

By Chalmers Johnson 

The American people may 
not know it but there are some severe 
problems with the Central Intelligence 
Agency. Because of the almost total 
secrecy surrounding its activities it is 
impossible to know what the CIA's 
approximately 17,000 employees do 
with their share of the yearly $44 
billion-$48 billion spent on 
"intelligence." However, this problem is 
hardly the most serious one. 

There are currently at least 
two criminal trials underway in Italy and 
Germany against several dozen CIA 
officials for felonies, including 
kidnapping, illegally transporting people 
to countries such as Egypt and Jordan 
for torture, and causing them to 
"disappear" into prisons outside the 
U.S. without due process of law. The 
possibility that CIA funds are simply 
being ripped off is also acute. The 
CIA's former number three official, its 
executive director and chief 
procurement officer, Kyle "Dusty" 
Foggo, is under indictment for tunneling 
contracts for water, air services, and 
armored vehicles to defense contractor 
Brent Wilkes. In return, Wilkes treated 
Foggo to vacation trips and dinners, 
and promised him a job when he 
retired. 

Corrupt practices by the 
CIA have prevailed since it was created 
in 1947. However, we citizens finally 
have a long, richly documented history 
of the CIA from its post-World War II 
origins to its failure to supply even the 
most elementary information about Iraq 


before the 2003 invasion of that 
country. 

Tim Weiner's book, Legacy 
of Ashes, is important for many 
reasons, among them the possibility 
that journalism can actually help 
citizens perform oversight on our 
government. Until Weiner's magnificent 
effort, I would have agreed with 
Seymour Hersh that, in the current 
crisis of American governance and 
foreign policy, the failure of the press 
has been almost complete. This is the 
first book I've read in a long time that 
documents its very important 
assertions, going well beyond asking 
readers merely to trust the reporter. 

Weiner, a New York Times 
correspondent, has been working on 
Legacy of Ashes for 20 years. He has 
read over 50,000 government 
documents, mostly from the CIA, the 
White House, and the State 
Department. He was instrumental in 
causing the CIA Records Search 
Technology (CREST) program of the 
National Archives to declassify many of 
them, particularly in 2005 and 2006. He 
has read more than 2,000 oral histories 
of American intelligence officers, 
soldiers, and diplomats and has himself 
conducted more than 300 on-the- 
record interviews with current and past 
CIA officers, including ten former 
directors of central intelligence. Truly 
exceptional among authors of books on 
the CIA, he makes the following claim: 
"This book is on the record - no 
anonymous sources, no blind 
quotations, no hearsay." Still, he warns, 
"While I was gathering and obtaining 
declassification authorization for some 
of the CIA records used in this book at 
the National Archives, the agency [the 
CIA] was engaged in a secret effort to 
reclassify many of those same records, 
dating back to the 1940s, flouting the 
law and breaking its word. 
Nevertheless, the work of historians, 
archivists, and journalists has created a 
foundation of documents on which a 
book can be built." 

The Central Intelligence 
Agency was created by the National 
Security Act in order to prevent future 
surprise attacks like Pearl Harbor. On 
September 11th, 2001, the CIA was 
revealed to be a failure precisely 
because it had been unable to discover 
the al-Gaeda plot and sound the alarm 
against another surprise attack that 
would prove almost as devastating as 
Pearl Harbor. Weiner concludes: 
"Under [CIA Director George Tenet's] 
leadership, the agency produced the 
worst body of work in its long history: a 
special national intelligence estimate 




titled 'Iraq's Continuing Programs for 
Weapons of Mass Destruction."' 

The 1947 act gave the CIA 
five functions, four of them dealing with 
the collection, coordination, and 
dissemination of intelligence from open 
sources as well as espionage. It was 
the fifth function - lodged in a vaguely 
worded passage that allowed the CIA 
to "perform such other functions and 
duties related to intelligence affecting 
the national security as the National 
Security Council may from time to time 
direct" - that turned the CIA into the 
personal, secret, unaccountable army 
of the president. 

From the very beginning, 
the Agency failed to do what President 
Truman expected of it, turning at once 
to "cloak-and-dagger" projects that 
were clearly beyond its mandate and 
only imperfectly integrated into any 
grand strategy of the U.S. government. 
Weiner stresses that the true author of 
the CIA's clandestine functions was 
George Kennan, the senior State 
Department authority on the Soviet 
Union and creator of the idea of 
"containing" the spread of communism 
rather than going to war with ("rolling 
back") the USSR. 

Kennan had been alarmed 
by the ease with which the Soviets 
were setting up satellites in Eastern 
Europe and he wanted to "fight fire with 
fire." Others joined with him to promote 
this agenda, above all the veterans of 
the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), 
a unit that, under General William J. 
"Wild Bill" Donovan during World War 
II, had sent saboteurs behind enemy 
lines, disseminated disinformation and 
propaganda to mislead Axis forces, and 
tried to recruit resistance fighters in 
occupied countries. 

From its inception the CIA 
has labored under two contradictory 
conceptions of what it was supposed to 
be doing, and no president ever 
succeeded in correcting or resolving 
this situation. Espionage and 
intelligence analysis seek to know the 
world as it is; covert action seeks to 
change the world, whether it 
understands it or not. The best CIA 
exemplar of the intelligence-collecting 


function was Richard Helms, director of 
central intelligence (DCI) from 1966 to 
1973. The great protagonist of cloak- 
and-dagger work was Frank Wisner, 
the CIA's director of operations from 
1948 until the late 1950s when he went 
insane and, in 1965, committed suicide. 
Wisner never had any patience for 
espionage. 

Weiner quotes William 
Colby, a future DCI (1973-1976), on 
this subject. The separation of the 
scholars of the research and analysis 
division from the spies of the 
clandestine service created two 
cultures within the intelligence 
profession, he said, "separate, unequal, 
and contemptuous of each other." That 
critique [has] remained true throughout 
the CIA's first 60 years. 

By 1964, the CIA's 
clandestine service was consuming 
close to two-thirds of its budget and 
90% of the director's time. The Agency 
gathered under one roof Wall Street 
brokers, Ivy League professors, 
soldiers of fortune, ad men, newsmen, 
stunt men, second-story men, and con 
men. They never learned to work 
together - the ultimate result being a 
series of failures in both intelligence 
and covert operations. In January 
1961, on leaving office after two terms, 
President Eisenhower had already 
grasped the situation fully. "Nothing has 
changed since Pearl Harbor," he told 
his director of central intelligence, Allen 
Dulles. "I leave a legacy of ashes to my 
successor." Weiner, of course, draws 
his title from Eisenhower's metaphor. It 
would only get worse in the years to 
come. 

-- TomDispatch.com, July 24, 2007 

Down Memory Lane - 1982 

KENNESAW, Ga. - A pistol 
range operator is offering cut-rates on 
target practice to residents of 
Kennesaw, where a new law requires 
each household to have a gun. 

Mulford Fisher, president of 
On Target, Inc., said the course- which 
includes time on the pistol range, 50 
rounds of ammunition and ear and eye 
protectors- usually costs $12.50 but is 


offered at $7.50 to Kennesaw 
residents. 

The order requiring a gun in 
every home was approved 
unanimously by the Kennesaw City 
Council in response to passage of a 
law in Morton Grove, III., outlawing 
handguns. 

“We’re giving a message," 
said Councilman Mike Fredenburg, a 
sheet-metal worker who helped push 
the ordinance. “In our opinion for any 
city or county to take away the rights of 
their citizens to bear arms is ludicrous. 
Thank the Lord I don’t live in a town 
where they have banned guns.” 

Mayor Darvin Purdy denied 
that the ordinance was merely a 
publicity stunt. 

“Every state in the United 
States authorizes a citizen the right of 
self-defense,” he said. “And the most 
effective means of self-defense is a 
firearm.” 

Kennesaw found its niche in 
history long before the current 
controversy over handguns. Back in 
1864, townspeople handed Yankee 
Gen. William Sherman his only defeat 
during his march through Georgia. 

Letter to the Editor 

Dear Sirs, 

Enclosed please find 26 
unused 39 cent stamps in donation to 
your continuing excellent publication. 

Sorry I’m so late, but they 
keep us in lockdown quite a bit here 
anymore. This state is so short-handed 
on guards they can’t run their prisons! 

Best wishes - for a greater 
America! Like we used to have. 
Sincerely, 

LL, Texas prisoner 

* * * * 

Celebrate the Bill of Rights 
December 15 
Never compromise! 

The Second Amendment: 

No permission 
No permit 
No registration 
Ever! 

"Shall not be infringed." 
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